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WASHINGTON (UPD-Many 
Americans and apparendy even 
mote foreigners persist, in the 
almost mystic belief diere is- 
much moi*e to be told about the 
assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy. 

This belief has been fed by 
a .steadily increasing list of 
books, magazine articles, state- 
ments and lectures . vvhi<^ drai- 
lenge proceedings of the Warren 
CommBrion set-mT by President 
Johnson to ^estigate the slay- 
ing whidi took, place in Dallas, 
Tex., Nov. 22, 1963. 

From this torrent of words 
spread tributaries of rumor — • 
that Kennedy really is alive and 
the man shot in Dallas was a 
double; Lee Harvey Oswald hfeid 
conspirators,' even' one or more 
riflemen who fired at the same ■ 
time he did; Oswald was., an 
FBI man, a CIA man, a- Rus-/ 
sian spy, a Casbo agent; ; Jade J. 
Ruby was a triggehnan who * 
with the bur^Engr'help of the 
Dallas police; ..^enebd. • Oswald, w 
and so on, .• into 'even'’ wilder, 
flights of speculation.. ' [fr* ' 
None of this': assorted theory' 
and hokum appears to have any 
basis of provable fact, but this 
has not stopped the clamor. 

SOME CRITICS of the com- 
missfon, its procedures and 
findings are quite serious scho- 
|•ia^s who have dredged the vd- 
umlnous evidence to assemble 
I minor flaws into what would ap- 
' pear to be one or more larger 
j ; errors. 

i Other self-appointed authfori- 
' *ties on the case seem to be out- 
right entrepreneurs bent on 
profit from a sad situatiori. And 
i there seems to be profit of a 
f sort for just about everybody 
I who- tackles toe subject between 
. book covers or 'from toe lecture 
I platform. Part of Ais profitable 
i \ public acceptance comes from 
j I the fact that Kennedy continues 
L I to be a fascinating subject to 
I j. millions of Americans and many 
' ! more overseas. Some pubKsh- 
r ers estimate that more than 20,- 
i OOO Americans will buy any 
‘ book relating to toe late Presi- 
! dent. . . 

Continuing deep interest in 
and grief for the fallen young 
leaden and shock over toe man- 
ner of his death have combined 
to create a culture medium 
idesd for rumor-breeding; an at- 



mosphere of support for chal- 
lenging questions aimed at toe 
Warren Commission, almost as 
if discredhing the Investigation 
might somehow undo toe trag- 
edy. 

MAJOR PARISIAN news- 
papers assigned top men and 
many columns of space to toe 
subject. The limes of London 
has caHed for reopening of the 
commission investigation to ex- 
amine recently raised points of 
criticism. At least one congress- 
man, Republican Iheodore R. 
Kupferraan of New York, wants 
Congress to set up a joint com 
mlttee to determine whether ; 
full-scale legislative investiga 
tion of toe commission is war 
ranted. ' 

^ Critics of the Warren Commis- 
sion incline generally to the 
theory that it erred seriously in 
concluding toat 
— 

proper counsel; toat reports 
from doctors who performed the 
autopsy on Kennedy were 
changed and preliminary notes, 
in one case, destroyed; FBI re- 
ports aiteied. _ . - 

THE COMMISSION, set up un- 
der Johnson’s executive - order 
Nov. 29, 1963, under Oiief Justice 
EJari Warren, .waa intended to 
avoid overlapping inquiries by 
state and loc^ authorities while 
artvtog at the truth Of toe mur- 1 , 
der of a pr^rdent. Composed of 
men of ./unassailable integrity 
Md , witli/ the government’s ' en- 
tire investigative resources at 
' its- corramand, toe commission on 
Sept. ;?7, 1964, submitted a ^ 
page report backed up by 6* mil- 
lion '/words of supporting testi- 
i’ m<my. and ezhibiiB contained in 
.- JK ^tmesr / 

The comiiussfqn came to the 
:,conclu^'n .that ' K^edy was 
•;ld]^ by shotr .^ 

• . fro^ the Tex^i S^- Bwk 
. poatory fiufldang in Dafla^^ 

• by these shots ^onei • 

^■“/The -commiisision in 10 months 
*]^< work and ait^.' taking volum- 
'unous eviderice frtom the FBI, toe’^. 
Secret Service, CIA and otoer.^’.. 
investigative personnel of vary- 
fog jurisdiction, could find no 
evidence of any conspiracy j 
“foreign or domestic." 

After reviewing toe evidence, 




toe comhnssion said “Oswald 
acted alone.” Furthermore, the 
federal inquiry,- despite rumors 
to toe. contary, could find no 
evidence of a Hnk between Os- 
wald and his killer, Jack Ruby. 

HAD OSWALD lived instead of 
being gunned down, most of the 
current books probably could or 
would not have existed. 

Critical authors have ex- 
pressed misgivings that Oswald, 
a former U.S. Marine with a 
. rifle . rating of sharpshooter, 
could have been as accurate as 
he was wdth an inexpensive mail 
order rifle and a telescopic sight 
described variously by the crit- 
ics as having been either defec- 
tive or distorted at the time of 
the assassination. 

While the sight to begin with 
was not of toe best quality, 
there is evidence that Oswald 
sighted It in prior to the killing. 
This means he went out on a 
practice • range and checked toe 
variabilities of the sight under 
actual firing conditions. 

After the assassination, t h e 
weapon presumably was thrown 
to the floor of the book depos- 
itory and Oswald fled. 

Oswald was an experienced 
rifleman from his days in toe 
U.S. Marine Corps. Tlie distance 
of toe shots — from the sixth 
floor window of the building to. 
the Kennedy top-down touring 
car — would be almost point- 



blank range for many competent 
shooters armed with a 6.5 rifle 
and a telescopic sight. 

’ . To believe some of the theories 
put forth in toe current wave of 
anti-commission w^ritings would 
be to believe that somehow the 
chief justice of the United States, 
the FBI, Secret Service, leading 
members of . Congress, to say 
nothing of Ffresident Johnson 
himself, entered into a mons- 
trous plot to keep the truth from 
the public. 

It isn’t possible to deal with 
everything toat has been, said 
and written about toe Kennedy 
assassination and the investiga- 
tions of it, but some specifics 
can be commented on. • 

“Inquest,” by Edward Jay Ep- 
stein is one of the more tem- 
jperate b ooks, of toe current- 
crop, concetri^ far more with 
commissidfr' fact-finding proced- 
ures than wnto its conclusions. . 

. ^''Inquest’ carries an introduc- 
tion by magazine writer Ricli^ 
H. Revere, who points out that 
Epstein says "'.’at. least one large 
question of incontestable mater- - 
iality— the riumber-of- rifle shots 
fired at the presidential party— 
•’.was never resolved, not even, 
‘astonishingly, to the satisfaction " 
of the commissioners them- 
selves.” 



I MUST at this point iiiject a 
personal- note. In: addition to 
being a professional reiJorter as- 
signed to the White. jHoiise for 
more than 25 years, i%ve hSen 
a hunter and target marksman 
for many years. I am hot the 
world’s greatest "'shot ’ by any 
means, but there are some pro-' 
fessional experts who regard me 
as being competently familiary 
with many we'apons and their 
behavior. • 

I was only a few hundred feet 
from John F. Kennedy when he 
was shot in Dallas. I ' would 
swear there were thrge shots and 
only three shots fired- at his mo- 
\ torcade; 

The car In which as a 
press association report^' was 
not far from the presidential ve- 
hicle itself, and in clear view of 
it. .We ^re at the point of tum- 
ingVjErem Houston Street onto 
Street, when the first shot 
was fired.- Thf^.sound • was not 
enti^ly‘.<^sp;and^^^ s wiped for 
a si^it^KWnd like a firecracker, 
a big|.^h«:4s we completed the 
tiinv' then came the second and 

thim ‘shots.* V 

The shots were fired smoothly 
and evenly. There was not the 
slightest doubt ih the front seat 
of our car that the shots came 
from a rifle to qiir rear (and the 



book depository at this point was 
directly to our rear). We re- 
marked about rifle fire before 
we knew what had happened to 
Kennedy, although we had seen 
him slide from view in the rear 
of the open White House car. 

CUNT HILL, the Secret Ser- 
vice agent who raced from the 
follow-up car to ’the presidential 
vehicle to shield the fallen lead- 
er, heard only diree shots. Mal- 
colm Kiiduff of the,White House 
press staff who was seated be- 
side me In the front seat of the 
pool car heard only three shots. 

I heard only three shots. Now, 
who knows more about it— Ed- 
ward Jay Epstein and Richard 
H. Revere or the trained, pro- 
fessional observers who were 
there? 

! The commissioh had to settle 
for what the burden of evidence 
showed— three diots. Yet, here 
is a point regarded by Epstein 
and ^vere as unresolved.- 



Lost Correction » , , L 
Could you -please help clear 
up a point in my article (Dal- 
las ‘Exposes’ Deflated), which 
you printed Nov. 20? A num- 
. o?r of readers seem con- 
cerned. 



........g -vue rvenneoy 

, motorcade in Dallas on Nov. 
22, 1963, I said in a roug h, 
iraft "We were at the p^t 
of coming out of an underpass 
when the first shot was fired." 
Here was a case of my trusting 
memory rather than looking 
-up my own records for that 

day.fcfj-r 

In any case, we spotted the 
error and .some time prior to 
the scheduledlp u b IT c a t i o n 
date, sent a correction which 

( changed this' paragraph to 
read, "We were at the point .of . 
turning from Houston Street 
into Elm Street when the first 
shot was fired." As people in 
our business know, the best 
intentioned corrections some- 
^ times are lost in. the terrific 
mass of paper that flows 
, through a newspaper office 
every day. 

'I So, i . don’t blame serious 
Istudents of- the . Kennedy .case- 
for spotting this one. 

/ merrim An smith;t:-- 

Washington. 



